
   
APPENDIX 3 

Briefing Note   
 

 
Title of Briefing: CALC 20mph Consultation 
 
Date: 6 October 2022 
 
Author(s): Victoria Upton, Traffic Management Manager 
 
Unit/Directorate:  Strategic Asset Management/Environment   
 
Audience:  Carlisle Highways and Transport Working Group 
     

 
 
1.0  PURPOSE OF BRIEFING 
 
1.1 This briefing note provides an update on the consultation over 20mph 

schemes with Cumbria Association of Local Councils (CALC) as agreed to be 
undertaken at Carlisle Local Committee meeting on 25th May 2022.  

 
2.0  BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 At the meeting of Carlisle Local Committee on 25th May 2022 a report on 

Implementing 20mph Speed Limits or Zones was presented and discussed.  
Following discussion of the item it was resolved that Cumbria Association of 
Local Councils be approached with a view to them undertaking a consultation 
with Parish Councils on the implementation of 20mph speed limits or zones. 

 
2.2 It was agreed that Officers would contact CALC to pursue a consultation on 

20mph schemes. A copy of the consultation brief sent out is attached as 
Appendix 1 to this briefing note. 

 
2.4 The consultation information and question was sent out through the Carlisle 

and Eden CALC Support Officer to Local Councils on 30th August 2022 with 
an initial request for responses back by 18th September 2022. 

 
2.5 We are aware that several responses were received however due to the 

national mourning period some meetings where it was tabled for discussion 
have been cancelled.  As a result it has been agree to extend the period for 
responses until 18th October. 

 
 
 



 

 

 
3.0 NEXT STEPS 
 
3.1 Following the receipt of responses by 18th October Officers will prepare a 

summary of responses and a report to come back to this Working Group and 
then Local Committee to consider the feedback and taking 20mph schemes 
forward in the Carlisle area. 



 

 

 

Appendix 1 

 
20mph Speed Limits and 

Zones Consultation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Consultation Brief 
 
Cumbria County Council as a traffic authority sets local speed limits in 
situations where local needs and conditions suggest a speed limit which 
is lower than the national speed limit. 
 
Central government require all traffic authorities to ‘keep their speed 
limits under review with changing circumstances, and to consider the 
introduction of more 20 mph limits and zones, over time, in urban areas 
and built-up village streets that are primarily residential, to ensure 
greater safety for pedestrians and cyclists’.  
 
Therefore, as part of that review process the Carlisle Local Committee 
have asked for data to be sought and suggested that a consultation be 
undertaken with parish councils on this matter through the Cumbria 
Association of Local Councils, who have kindly agreed to facilitate.  
All speed limits are considered in line with national guidance from the 
Department for Transport (DfT) through Transport Circular 01/2013 
‘Setting Local Speed Limits’.    
 
The Setting Local Speed Limits circular gives guidance to local 
authorities on how to set local speed limits on single and dual 
carriageways in urban and rural areas.  It is designed to help explain 
why and how local speed limits are determined. It is accompanied by the 
Speed Limit Appraisal Tool for determining appropriate speed limits from 
specific factors for a location / road. 
 
A key point set out within the circular is that “Speed limits should be 
evidence-led and self-explaining and seek to reinforce people’s 
assessment of what is a safe speed to travel.  They should encourage 
self-compliance. Speed limits should be seen by drivers as the 
maximum rather than a target speed.” 
 
The benefits of 20mph speed limits include: 
 

• Encouraging more walking and cycling for local journeys; 

• Improve air quality; 

• Reduce the dominance of vehicle on predominantly residential 

roads; 



 

 

• Some reduction in road casualties and severity of collisions. 

20 mph zones – these consist of traffic calming measures and roundel 
road markings at regular intervals, so that no point within a zone is more 
than 50 metres from such a feature.  In addition, the beginning and end 
of a zone is indicated by a terminal sign but there is no repeater signing 
within the zone.  Zones usually cover several roads over a small area. 
20 mph speed limits – these are signed with terminal signs, at least one 
repeater sign and are not supported by physical traffic calming 
measures. These tend to be lower cost and can therefore be used over 
larger areas but lead to only small reductions in vehicle speeds (on 
average reducing speeds by 1mph). They are only recommended where 
average speeds are already at or below 24mph. 
 
A successful 20mph scheme, either a zone or limit, should be self-
enforcing and should not require additional Police enforcement. It should 
also be noted that speed limits should not be used to attempt to solve 
the problem of isolated hazards, such as a single road junction or 
reduced forward visibility, for example, at a bend. There are other 
alternative engineering solutions to address those situations, and again 
these will be assessed on an ‘evidence led’ approach. 
 
Further sources of Information: 
Setting local speed limits - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
20 mph speed limits on roads - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
20mph Zones and Speed Limits Factsheet - January 2020 (rospa.com) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/setting-local-speed-limits/setting-local-speed-limits
https://www.rospa.com/media/documents/road-safety/20mph-zones-and-speed-limits-factsheet.pdf


 

 

Please provide your thoughts on 20mph zones and limits being 
implemented in villages and areas surrounding schools for 
consideration by the Local Committee for Carlisle: 
(Please note that any new requests for 20mph speed limits are normally considered by the Traffic 
management Team Leader in discussion with the Divisional Elected Member and the Casualty 
Reduction and Safer Highways (CRASH) Group) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Organisation (Local Council Represented):_____________________ 
 
Date of completion ________________________________________ 
 
Please return by 18 September 2022 

We value your responses to this and thank you for your participation. 
Please forward completed copies through your CALC contact. 
 

 
 


